ALL European Academies (ALLEA)
About ALLEA:
ALLEA, the European Federation of
Academies of Sciences and Humanities, was
founded in 1994 and currently unites 59
Academies from more than 40 countries in the Council of Europe region. Member Academies operate as
learned societies, think tanks and research performing organisations. They are self-governing
communities of leading scholars and researchers across all fields of the natural sciences, the social
sciences and the humanities.
ALLEA provides access to an unparalleled human resource of intellectual excellence, experience and
expertise. Independent from political, commercial and ideological interests, ALLEA contributes to the
improvement of framework conditions under which science and scholarship excel.
Together with its Member Academies, ALLEA holds a unique position to address the full range of
structural and policy issues facing Europe in science, research and innovation, and informs European
policy and society through evidence based advice. At its foundation, ALLEA is guided by a common
understanding of Europe tied together by cultural, historical, social and political factors as well as by
scientific and economic reasons.

About The ALLEA Permanent Working Group on Science and Ethics:
The ALLEA Permanent Working Group on Science and Ethics (PWGSE) is concerned with a wide range of
issues, both ‘internal’ (within the scientific community) and ‘external’ (relations between science and
society). Since ethical considerations have been an essential component in the consolidation of a united
Europe, and also in the creation of ALLEA, the PWGSE was established to bring together experts from
academies across Europe and provide them with a platform for continuous debate on research ethics and
research integrity.
The PWGSE has been extending its capacities and activities during recent years, in order to adequately
fulfil its mission of collective deliberation on topics such as research integrity, ethics education in science
and research training, ethics of scientific policy advice, trust in science, scientific misconduct, and
plagiarism, among others.
Further issues recently addressed include dual use of research outcomes, ethical aspects of risks, science
and human rights, support for higher education and research in Palestine, research on human embryos,
synthetic biology, nanotechnologies and the like.
The PWGSE meets regularly and has also convened thematic meetings in wider settings, typically in
partnerships with other relevant organisations such as the European Commission, the European Science
Foundation (ESF), the International Council for Science (ICSU), and UNESCO, among many others.
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